LAWS OF BRIDGE

PROCEDURE WHEN AN IRREGULARITY IS COMMITTED:
IMPROPER PENALTY SELECTION OR ADVICE

24.  When an irregularity is committed

a. Any player may draw attention to it, give or
obtain information as to the law covering it, and
ask L.H.O. whether he knows his rights;

fc. If the irregularity is subject to a penalty pro-
vision,* only L.H.O. may condone the irregularity,
or enforce or select a penalty; and if R.H.O.
assumes any of these prerogatives or offers advice
regarding their assumption, the irregularity is
deemed condoned and the subsequent procedure
is governed by Sec. 26 or 30;

c.  The fact that the offending side has called atten-
tion to its own irregularity does not in any way
affect the rights of the opponents;

d.  All questions as to whether any penalty applies or
as to what penalty applies must be settled by the
players prior to the actual payment of a penalty.
A penalty once paid or other action once taken
stands, even though at some later time it is dis-
covered to have been incorrect.

THE RIGHT OF CONDONEMENT

25.  The right to condone an irregularity is wholly inde-
pendent of, and additional to, other rights accorded by the
penalty sections of the laws. It may operate as a right to
cancel or to validate. It may be exercised inadvertently or
from disinclination to exact a penalty or because condone-
ment operates to the advantage of the nonoffending side.
It is a right which may be exercised only by L.H.O. In
deciding whether or not to exercise it, he may receive no
assistance from R.H.O. other than that permitted by Sec.

* Each penalty provision is designated by the word (penalty) inserted
in the text prior to the penalty provision, which invariably occupies the
rest of the applicable section or clause,
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